House Bill 2420 Work Group Update
CLHO meeting: October 17, 2024
Paola Soles, County Registrar, Clackamas County Public Health Division

Jennifer Woodward, State Registrar, Public Health Division, OHA

Background:

In 2023, the Oregon legislature passed House Bill 2420 (HB 2420), directing the Oregon
Health Authority (OHA) to convene a work group to propose options for equitable access
to birth and death certificates throughout the state and equitable fee revenue to
maintain and improve the state and county vital records systems. OHA shall report to an
interim committee of the Legislative Assembly related to vital records on the options
proposed by the work group no later than January 1, 2025.
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Process:

Hein Consulting Group was hired to facilitate meetings and write the final report. The
Work Group has met monthly since November 2023. Meetings during the first part of

the 2024 focused on information sharing about each entity’s work and role in Oregon’s




vital records and statistics system. Options and recommendations to meet the criteria
outlined in HB 2420 were developed, discussed and decided on during the June through
September meetings. An interest-based problem-solving approach was used to
brainstorm options. Members had the opportunity to provide suggested options in
writing outside of meetings as “homework” and during meetings. Voting on options was
also completed in writing outside of meetings and during meetings. A third opportunity
to discuss and decide on final recommendations for the report will occur at the Work
Group meeting on October 15, 2024. The report with recommendations is being
submitted to PHD and OHA Leadership for review by November 1, 2024.

Recommendations:

The recommendations goals of the HB 2420 Work Group were guided by the language of
HB 2420 to create six categories:

1. Equitable access to birth certificates throughout the state

2 Equitable access to death certificates throughout the state

3 Equitable access to the vital records system throughout the state

4, Equitable fee revenue to improve the state and county vital records system
5

Equitable fee revenue to maintain the state and county vital records system

The initial options list developed by the Work Group included to total of 43 options.
Through an interested-based problem solving and voting process, facilitated by Hein
Consulting Group, Work Group members narrowed the list to 12. The final list will be
determined at the October 15, 2024 Work Group meeting and will be presented in the
report.



