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September 10th, 2018



To: 	Coalition of Local Health Officials 
Fr: 	Morgan Cowling
Re: 	Prescribed Burn Oregon Administrative Rules


Background
The Department of Environmental Quality has developed new guidance for the Oregon Department of Forestry permitting of prescribed burns.  In the past there has been zero tolerance for allowing prescribed burns effect air quality of communities/ population centers.  The Administrative Rules that are currently out for public comment would change that zero tolerance policy and create a two –tiered definition for smoke intrusion. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Smoke Intrusion means that ground level smoke enters into a Smoke Sensitive Recepter Area and that meets or exceeds 70 micrograms per cubic meter for any one-hour period and/or averages at or above 26micrograms per cubic meter for a 24-hour period, measured from midnight to midnight beginning on the first day of smoke entrance.

Communities may apply for an exception to the one-hour threshold IF certain requirements are met including having a community response plan that is coordinated through the “county health department.” 

Public comment is due by Friday, September 14th, 2018.  Based on conversations with Lane County, DEQ and reading through the OARs.  I am recommending that CLHO make the following recommendations. 

1. Clarify the process in the Oregon Administrative Rule for applying for an exception that is separate from just having a “Community Response Plan” 
2. Change “County Health Department” to “Local Public Health Authority” to capture the health district and ensure information gets to the right people. 
3. Local Public Health Authorities could coordinate a Community Response Plan to a variance request once the community or city or county jurisdiction instigates the process of asking for an exception request, not prior to
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For more information please contact Morgan Cowling, Executive Director
morgan@oregonclho.org | 503-329-6923 | oregonclho.org

Prevent. Promote. Protect.





Soctamoer 107 201

B Moo Couing
For P B Oagen Adise s

socigroung
T Baparimantof neormentl Qualy hs deveapad nw g o
e G Gepront o Fosey et o oo o e
e s boun 1 lroc o o s s oo o1
iyl commis poiaton ot 5 Admievais s ot
e oS e Cormert o change ot s Sy
1010 w0 G ot ke AR

o e s ar ket o oo SO Pt Lt
et o o he b crs s o o e S
ot bt ot o 4 o s o g g
oo e o oy ke avonce

Commiits my ono o an axcapion o o hove e cron
e e g RS oMy e Do 01+
CnGied Fough oot o Gepanmen

P commn cue by Fido Seplomber 147 2018 S
Comvanoron wih ona Coun OEG 003 1aan oo e AR 1om.
Tecannendng M1 CLHO move o oowg racommandonens.

1. Gl h o n h Orogon Acrvavata ko o cppyng o
G esceDIon ot e o 1 POV 8 Commty respane.
For

2 Change “Couny eom Depatment I ool oo
S o o hoam ol an e TTIaon 0o 10

2 ona A R st ok cooranate o Commety
Resorse fon 1o atonca o orc o comm oy o
s o s oo o i o e
friperaiy




