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Conference of Local Health Officials
Annual Committee Report of Activities - 2015
Please complete the following form and return to Morgan (morgan@oregonclho.org) by October 9, 2015
Please plan on having someone from your committee present at the October 15th, 2015 CLHO meeting to present your Annual Report.  Thank you!

Committee: CLHO Healthy Communities

Charlie Fautin (Benton County)/Tanya Phillips (Jackson County)
What is the purpose of your committee (please include the issues are within your committee’s purview)? 
Program areas covered by this committee include Chronic and Tobacco-related Disease Prevention, Health Promotion, and non-regulatory environmental health issues including Climate Health and Health Impact Assessment.

What are the objectives of your committee? 
To support public health system-wide alignment related to strategic directions, priorities and broad operational approaches as they pertain to chronic disease prevention and non-regulatory environmental health.  

What specific issues did your committee work on in 2015 (please be sure to include Program Element and Funding changes in addition to other topics)?
1. Tracked the Governor’s budget for TPEP Master Settlement funds that recommended funding for resources directed towards Retail Policy Efforts, SPArC Grants, Health Communication Strategies, Technical Assistance and Evaluation Support
2. Tracked the 2015 Legislative Session related to TPEP, colorectal cancer screening, Modernization of Public Health
3. Reviewed and provided feedback for the Climate and Health Planning Toolkit and the Social Vulnerability Maps
4. Healthy Communities Grant- HPCDP anticipated releasing another three-year competitive grant, due to constraints and OHA and CLHO-HC worked on recommending a one year-expansion grant to currently funded counties. 
5. For Land Re-use and Brownfields Grant provided recommendations on the award amount local counties should receive and on how they could select potential county projects, which needed to be included in their grant application.
6. Recommended Letters of Support for OHA Grants: CDC RFA “Organized Approaches to Increase Colorectal Cancer Screening” and the CDC for Tobacco Prevention and Education Funding.
7. Discussed concerns for smaller counties ability to perform adequate change within the TPEP due to the smaller award amounts they receive via the funding formula.  This topic was discussed at full-CLHO. 
8. Improved process for requesting Letters of Support from full-CLHO to meet the grant deadline OHA has and an appropriate time for the full-CLHO to approve and issue the Letter of Support.
9. Provided feedback and suggestions to OHA on the TPEP Budget Planning process.
10. Provided input to OHA on the development of the competitive funding SPArC grant.
11. CLHO Healthy Communities members or staff members from local Public Health were recruited to participate in the Tobacco Reduction Advisory Committee and the Rules Advisory Committee. 
12. CLHO-HC committee members also were solicited and participated in the development of the non-competitive TPEP RFA, Community Programs Evaluation Workgroup, and TPEP small funds request to assist with the proposals to track and re-direct unspent county funds from TPEP and Healthy Communities. 
13. Reviewed Environmental Public Health Tracking Program and determined that information gathered by this program would be beneficial for counties to have access to the data they are collecting.
14. Annual in-person summer meeting 7/31/15

15. Annual review of the charter

16. Reviewed and provided feedback on the Modernization of Public Health: Health Promotion and Prevention Program Definition
Were there any specific issue challenges or structural challenges your committee encountered this year? 
While the CLHO-HC Committee has increased their roster, it has been difficult to find Health Administrators to participate on the committee, particularly those Health Administrators that are also full-
CLHO members. This creates a significant challenge, given the large number of PE, funding, and policy issues that are within the committee’s scope. This committee refers a lot of items to full-CLHO & really needs more than a couple of cross-representatives who can carry committee reports and represent committee discussions at full-CLHO.  
Another obstacle is having the attendance commitment from representatives on the committee.  This can become an obstacle when it comes time for providing input on grants that they may receive and for providing feedback to full-CLHO.

The span of issues involving this committee continues to expand. (Now Tobacco, Obesity, inhalant delivery systems, Flavorants, Climate, Asthma, Sodium, HIA’s, Brownfields, Built environment, Marijuana, Aging Adults, Worksite Wellness and the Modernization of Public Health – with new issues emerging constantly. In the future it may be beneficial to review the structure of this committee, to make sure the committee is effective in their work.  
What there any things that worked well in your committee that you’d like to share with other committees?
With the span of issues that the CLHO-HC committee continues to review, the committee has done a great job at reviewing, providing feedback and guidance on these issues.  The committee does a great job at recognizing gaps within the system around funding, they are eager to discuss, and resolve these issues to have equitable program funding for all counties in Oregon. 
What is your planned work agenda for the next year?
1. Stay on top of emerging issues and programmatic impacts:

a. Inhalant Delivery Systems

b. Marijuana

c. Modernization of Public Health

d. Changes to Indoor Clean Air Act
e. Funding changes
2. Monitor Opportunities

a. Healthy Communities grants

b. Climate Change

c. Modernization of Public Health

d. Tobacco

e. Brownfields
f. Aging Adults
g. Built Environments

3. Discussions about CLHO-HC structure and co-chair term limits for the CLHO-HC Charter
4. Review complex interactions and roles of CLHO, the subcommittee, state programs and local public health.

5. Ongoing committee brainstorming on ways to improve equitable program funding – possibly smaller funding awards for more counties, funding based on population rather than competitive grants, other ways to provide funding for counties that have little or no capacity / skills / support for grant writing.

6. Looking at the above equity issues while maintaining “momentum” for counties that have good work underway

7. Assist OHA programs to explore collaborations with DHS Mental Health prevention programs/funding. There are successful models at the LHD level & leverage / opportunities may be available at the state level.

8. Similar collaborative prevention opportunities with CCO’s

Any thing else you’d like to share with other Committees or the CLHO Board? 
Not at this time 
Are there any members who have retired from your committee and do you need new members? 
Not at this time, but within the year the committee will possibly be losing two Health Administrators. 
Please list your committee members: 

Highlighted in yellow are new committee members.
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